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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

An Information Disclosure Statement was filed with this application, 
submitting a number of references, including some that had been cited in an International 
Search Report. A copy of that Report was included with the application papers. 

In the Office action of September 24, 2002, the Examiner indicated that all 
references submitted with that Information Disclosure Statement had been considered, 
except for German patent 44 27 821 . The PTO-1449 form indicated that this reference 
had not been considered because no English translation had been provided. 
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However, under MPEP 609, it should not have been necessary to provide 
an English translation because this reference was referred to in the International Search 
Report (and classified as an "A", or technical background, reference). 

Submitted herewith are copies of that German patent, the Search Report, 
and the original Information Disclosure Statement. Applicants respectfully request that 
this reference be indicated as having been considered and be listed on the front page of 
the patent when printed. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite matters, 
please telephone the undersigned. 
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/ Joel G. Ackerman 
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washmgton, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

uponforanearlierfilingdateunder35USri9n a ^^99, which is rehed 

5 under 35 USC 120. Apphcants respectfully request that th. 

PTO Form 1449 filed in ,h "'Closure Statement, as well as the 

ffl«J m the parent application is attached. Copies of ih, h 
found in the ahove-tererenced pa.n. application. ~ 
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Assistant Commissioner for Pi 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 




Washington, D.C. 20231 




Sir: 





The references cited on attached form PTO-1449 are being called to the 



attention of the Examiner, Copies of the references are enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of 
the Search/Examination report issued in the corresponding PCT application. It is respectfully 
requested that the cited information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and the references be made of record therein and appear among the "references 
cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

As provided for by 37 CFR 1 •97(g) and (h), no inference should be made that 
the information and references cited are prior art merely because they are in this statement and 
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no representation is being made that a search has been conducted or that this statement 
encompasses all the possible relevant information. * 

Applicant believes that no fee is required for submission 6f this statement, since 
it is being submitted prior to the first Office Action. However, if a fee is required, the 
Commissioner is authorized to deduct such fee from the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 
20-1430, Please deduct any additional fees from, or credit any overpayment to, the above- 
noted Deposit Account. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Reg. No. 28,219 
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